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Aurora added in pursuit
of higher profit potential
BY PAULA THOMPSON

EMERGENCE: Aurora.

1990s and early 2000s.
“My dad grew it for four
years, from 1999 to 2003,”
he said.
“He had a lot of highs and
lows with durum.
“One year it could be his
best crop, and then the next
year his worst, so it was
dropped out of the program.
“But one of the major reasons I decided to give durum
another go is because of the
newest variety Aurora, which
doesn’t seem to get the same
lows as you’d see with the
older varieties.
“I believe it behaves a bit
more like bread wheat and
offers more reliability.”
Mr Venning said the premiums for durum were also
driving the decision.
“Last year the spreads
between durum and bread
wheat went up to $150 a
tonne,” he said.
“But, even if the difference
is only $50/t, I think it’s still
worth having a go at durum.
“I thought since I hadn't
grown any of the newer va-

LOOKING GOOD: Yorke Peninsula farmer James Venning said it had been a good start
to the season at Bute.

rieties, it was worth a crack,
and a good way to spread my
risk. If I find it doesn’t perform the way I expect it to,
it’s easy just to go back into
bread wheat.”
Mr Venning is also lessen-

ing the area he puts to canola
and increasing the lentils in
his program.
“Lentils are one of the
most profitable crops here,”
he said.
“They’re also good for
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CROPPING

WITH little likelihood of
any major movement on
depressed grain prices in the
near future, Yorke Peninsula
farmer James Venning took
a punt on growing durum
this season in a bid to boost
profitability.
His business, Barunga
Grains, Bute, focuses predominantly on cropping,
sowing 4000 hectares annually and agisting sheep on
the odd occasion.
“This year I’ve sown 1500
hectares of lentils, 1500ha of
wheat – with 1250ha of that
area sown to bread wheat
and the other 250ha sown
to durum – 500ha of canola,
250ha of barley and 250ha of
peas,” he said.
All of the durum Mr Venning has sown has been the
newest release Aurora.
He said the move into
durum mainly came at the
expense of barley, but he adjusted his cropping rotation
to ensure he was sowing durum into a legume stubble.
“I’ve moved away from
barley on the back of prices,
but also the yields in the past
few years,’ he said.
“I had tried to get into
durum last season, but I
couldn’t get hold of any Aurora seed, it was all sold out.
“The major reason for trying durum is to help boost
profitability.”
While 2017 is the first season Mr Venning has grown
durum himself, his dad Max
grew the crop in the late
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agronomics and you don’t
have to deal with straw
and residues.”
Lupins have also been taken out of the program, with
this year’s durum sown into
former lupin ground.

STRONG START TO
GROWING SEASON
Yorke Peninsula farmer
James Venning started
seeding canola dry at his
Barunga Grains property at
Bute on April 16.
“I saw there was a rainfall event coming, so I put
the canola out dry before
that,” he said. “Once I got
the canola in, I was free to
start sowing wheat once it
started raining.”
Mr Venning received his
season break the week after
sowing his canola, with 40
millimetres falling.
“That rain meant I was
able to start sowing wheat
on Anzac Day, and just go
on with the rest of the program from there,” he said.
Mr Venning finished
sowing on May 20 and
received more than 10mm
since the break.
“Those 10mm have just
been in small falls, but luckily there’s good moisture
underneath,” he said.
“I’m happy with how the
season has started, but a
lot of the crops would like
an extra 10mm, especially
the later-sown wheats that
went into barer ground.”
Like most areas, mice are
an issue, and Mr Venning
has baited all his crops,
with the canola being
baited twice.
Mr Venning said last
season was the best year
on record for yields, with
the exception of lupins.
“Wheat was about 6
tonnes to the hectare, with
barley about the same,”
he said.
“Lentils were variable,
going from 1.5t/ha to a
touch under 4t/ha, and
canola went 3t/ha.”
But lupin crops went as
low as 200kg/ha, after being
affected by bean yellow
mosaic virus and cucumber
mosaic virus.

